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 On October 28, 2009 the Virginia Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) announced their intent to loan Meadowview $290,000 to pur-

chase 134 acres for land conservation.  We have been working hard to secure 

a grant or loan to acquire land adjacent to Joseph Pines Preserve and this was 

particularly good news after so much effort.  The loan is under the Virginia 

Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund which has a special category for land 

conservation.  The loan would be for 20 years at 3% interest. 

 The purchase of two adjoining tracts of 98 and 36 acres will more 

than double the size of the Joseph Pines Preserve, significantly enhance the 

scope of our restoration efforts, and provide important air and water quality 

benefits.  The properties will enable us to protect almost the entire preserve 

watershed and give us buffers from future development.  Part of the loan 

agreement with DEQ is that a conservation easement be placed on the prop-

(Joseph Pines continued on page 8) 

Joseph Pines 

Preserve to  

Expand! 

Match  

Donation 

Starts  

Preserve in 

Caroline 

County,  

Central  

Virginia  

 In December 2009 Director Phil Sheridan donated his house and 

property to Meadowview to endow the operations side of the non-profit and 

launch the first preserve in Caroline County, Virginia.  Phil had allowed the 

non-profit to use this property, free of charge, to get the non-profit started 

(Central Virginia Preserve continued on page 4) 
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Dear Members: 

 

 This is the Holiday Season for giving and I am personally investing in the future of Meadowview by 

donating my major asset: the house and grounds where Meadowview is located in Caroline County, Vir-

ginia (see front page story).  I worked very hard to pay off this property within 15 years while working in 

the banking industry (at low wages) and attending school to obtain my bachelors and masters degrees in bi-

ology.  This donation is possible because I was blessed to meet and marry a wonderful woman who is 

equally supportive of the Meadowview work in preventing the extinction of the pitcher plants and their eco-

system.   

 I am donating this property to establish the headquarters of Meadowview and start our first preserve 

in Caroline County.  Meadowview needs a matching donation to acquire a 3 acre pine woods and sphagnum 

bog contiguous to the research station.  My wife purchased this 3 acre property in 2002 but she is not in a 

position to donate this asset.  Since I am a board member, and this property is also in my name, Meadow-

view has been extremely careful to avoid any conflict of interest in this land purchase and the following 

steps were taken: I was not able to vote on the decision to purchase the property; an independent appraisal 

of the property was performed by a certified appraiser; the value of the land as a buildable lot was substanti-

ated by county certification of drain field, house, and well site.  Meadowview has no intention of building 

on this property.   

  I am donating my house and land as leverage for Meadowview to purchase this three acre tract and 

start our Caroline County preserve.  The situation is urgent since we are losing our native pitcher plant 

populations in Maryland and Virginia and facing the extinction of these amazing plants. Iôm defending my 

Ph.D. dissertation at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia and I would like to share with you some 

of my results documenting the extirpation of these plants.  During my tenure in the Ph.D. program we have 

lost almost half our native purple pitcher plant colonies, and the remaining 

populations are almost all in serious decline.  The population declines and 

extinctions are largely due to un-checked succession and beaver flooding.  

(Continued on page 12) 

Letter from the President - Pitchers in Peril! 

Published by: Meadow-

view Biological Research 

Station, copyright 2009, all 

rights reserved. 

 

Principal office and 

contact information: 
8390 Fredericksburg Tnpk., 

Woodford, VA 22580. Ph. 

804-633-4336, meadow-

view@pitcherplant.org, 

www.pitcherplant.org 

 

Board members and of-

ficers: 
 

Phil Sheridan, Director and 

President 

James Robinson, Director 

Robert Wright, Director 
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2009 Highlights  
 

¶ Interns Nick Haywood and Re-

becca Elliott completed one year 

internship program 

¶ 30 Sarracenia seed crosses sown 

and germinated in 177 pots 

¶ Planted 1500 native Virginia long-

leaf pine on 25 acres at Joseph 

Pines Preserve 

 

 

¶ Completed understory 

growing season burn in      

1970 loblolly pine plantation 

at Joseph Pines Preserve 

¶ Received $9489 grant 

from Fish America Founda-

tion for road removal from 

wetland at Joseph Pines Pre-

serve 

¶ Continued greenhouse 

upgrades by installing dedi-

cated electrical service, light-

ing, and humidification sys-

tems. 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 
The following is an overview of Meadowviewôs income and expenses for the fiscal year that ended De-

cember 31, 2008.  A more detailed financial report or Form 990 is available upon request. 

Total revenues and support $33,713 

Program service expenses $22,957 

Management and general expenses $8,588 

Total expenses $31,545 

Ending net asset balance $88,767 


