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 óSnowflakeô above and óPlumô on right. 

 

ñNorthern Limits, Restoration of the Longleaf Pine 

Ecosystem in Virginiaò 
  

Meadowview, in partnership with the Longleaf Alliance, will be hosting a 

longleaf pine restoration conference in October 2007.  The event will be 

held at the Southeast 4-H Conference Center in Wakefield, VA at Airfield 

Millpond from Oct. 23-24.  The conference will feature talks by noted 

longleaf experts on topics such as historical aspects of the ecosystem, resto-

ration practices including propagation, planting, competition control and 

pine release, fire management, rare species, and wildlife biology.  Field 

trips to the few remaining natural longleaf pine sites in Virginia and to res-

toration projects are also included. 

 

Conference planning is well underway.  We are investigating the possibility 

of a post-conference field trip to Jamestown with a tie-in to the historical 

uses of longleaf pine by the first colonists in Virginia.  We will keep you 

apprised of updates in conference planning on our web site and by mail. 

 

Profits from new series of books donated to Joseph 

Pines                                                                                     

Stewart McPherson is donating a sig-

nificant portion of the profits from 

his series of books to the Joseph 

Pines Preserve.  We have already 

received $2000 for the preserve and 

Stewart has donated signed copies of 

his books for us to sell with all funds 

going to Joseph Pines.  We will be 

selling both soft and hardcover ver-

sions for $30 and $40 respectively at 

our March 31 speaking event at the 

Caroline County Community Service 

Center Auditorium (see Events sec-

tion of newsletter).    

 

Meadowview To Host 2007 Longleaf Pine 

Conference! 
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Pitcher Plants Discovered at USDA in Beltsville, Maryland 

 Researchers at the USDA lab in Beltsville, MD have succeeded in locating a colony of purple pitcher 

plant, Sarracenia purpurea L.  The plants are located in a 

sphagnous seep surrounded by mature pitch pine forest.  Pur-

ple pitcher plant was historic for the Beltsville area and this 

discovery of a new population will help conservation and res-

toration efforts at the USDA.  

Meadowview director and USDA 

geneticist Dr. Rob Griesbach has 

started tissue culture propagation 

of this rare pitcher plant popula-

tion from seed (photos at left by 

Dr. Griesbach). 

Spear Point Unearthed at Meadowview 

A spear point of unknown age and origin was found by volunteer Casey 

Howard during plant bed construction.  The artifact was discovered in the 

first few inches of sandy soil along the old stage coach road. 

New Plants Found at Joseph Pines Preserve 

Two new plant species have been found on Joseph Pines Preserve during 

the 2006 field season.  A small colony of orange-fringed orchid, Platanthera ciliaris, 

appeared after mechanical clearing on the edge of a sphagnum seepage bog.  Orange

-fringed orchid is typically seen in good seepage bogs in southeastern Virginia and 

we were pleased to see this species appear so 

rapidly in early restoration efforts.              

           

We found a lily in bloom at Joseph Pines dur-

ing late July 2006.   We thought the plant was 

Lilium superbum but after examining the plant 

in greater detail, reviewing botanical papers, 

and  consultation with state heritage botanists 

we think we may have the very rare sandhills lily, L. pyrophilum.  

Lilium pyrophilum is extremely rare and has only been found in a few 

sites in Virginia and North Carolina.  One of the few Virginia sites 

for the sandhills lily is very close to Joseph Pines at the Cherry Or-

chard Preserve.  Cherry Orchard Bog was originally identified by 

Meadowview biologists and  subsequently purchased by the Virginia Dept. of Conser-

vation and Recreation because of its high biological diversity, including seepage wet-

land plant taxa.  Final determination of the taxonomic identity of the lily at Joseph 

Pines will be made in the 2007 field season. 
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Orange-fringed 

orchid 

Lilium sp? 

Photo by Margie 

Sheridan 

Tissue culture 
propagation of 

pitcher plants 

 

The first book to be released is Pitcher Plants of the Americas  - a 

uniquely detailed study of the natural diversity and wild ecology of the 

American pitcher plants (Brocchinia, Catopsis, Darlingtonia, Heliam-

phora, and Sarracenia). This work is intended to be the most substantive 

and up to date overview of the worlds largest and most spectacular group 

of carnivorous plants which occur across the most barren and least ex-

plored areas of the American continents. Enhanced through the use of 

over 230 spectacular colour images, Pitcher Plants of the Americas 

represents the first complete overview of the systematics, biology, ecol-

ogy, biogeography, conservation, and horticulture of the five genera of 

American pitcher plants as well as the most extensive photographic re-

cord of this remarkable and very beautiful group of plants. All currently 

known forms and varieties of each species is described and examined in 

detail, in many cases for the very first time.  

 

The introductory chapters of this work outline the taxonomic content and 

groupings (by trapping methods) of carnivorous plants and briefly review 

the taxonomy, biology, evolutionary history, and biogeography of the 

American pitcher plants. The following five chapters are devoted to indi-

vidual genera of the American pitcher plants and examine in detail the 

anatomy, habitat, ecology, trapping process, and distribution of each ge-

nus and each member species as well as many naturally occurring hy-

brids and selected cultivars. The concluding chapters summarize the cur-

rent conservational status of each family of American pitcher plants in 

terms of the nature and extent of habitat loss and the resulting threat of 

extinction and the study closes by considering the various successful con-

servation approaches and initiatives which are helping to secure a bright 

future for these rare plants. A more detailed overview and over 40 sample 

images featured in this work is provided at 

www.redfernnaturalhistory.com .  

 

If you would like to obtain a copy of this book and would like to actively 

support the conservation of carnivorous plants and their habitats, I 

warmly invite you to visit www.redfernnaturalhistory.com, email me per-

sonally at stewart.mcpherson@redfernnaturalhistory.com, or purchase a 

book directly from Meadowview.  

 

Thank you for your enthusiastic support and help. 

 

Stewart McPherson 
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